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“A land ethic...reflects the existence of an ecological conscience, and this in turn reflects a conviction of individual 
responsibility for the health of the land. Health is the capacity of the land for self-renewal.  Conservation is our effort 
to understand and preserve this capacity. “ --  Aldo Leopold

The purpose of the Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency is to provide an inspiring retreat for distinguished and emerging 
writers to reflect and to create in the physical context of Leopold’s “Mi Casita” in the Carson National Forest of northern 
New Mexico and in the intellectual context of land ethics.  Our mission is to raise the cultural awareness of the relevancy 
of Aldo Leopold’s ideas in addressing the pressing environmental issues of our time.  For more information please go to: 
www.aldoleopold.org.

Please join us for
The 4th Annual Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency Lecture

Gavin Van Horn
Writing the Urban Wild

6:30 - 8:30 pm  Thursday 23 July 2015
Harwood Museum

With generous support from
Jerome Ginsburg and Steven Foster

Gavin Van Horn is the Director of Cultures of Conservation at the Center for Humans and Na-
ture (www.humansandnature.org), an organization dedicated to exploring and promoting moral 
and civic responsibilities to human communities and the natural world. Gavin received his doctor-
ate from the University of Florida, with a specialization in Religion and Nature. He is the co-editor of 
City Creatures: Animal Encounters in the Chicago Wilderness (University of Chicago Press, 2015) 
and Relative Wild: Common Grounds for Conservation (University of Chicago Press, in progress). 


